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CHEVRON U.S.A. INC. 
EPA I.D. NO. NJD081982902 

Mr. Frank Coolick, Chief 
Bureau of Hazardous Waste Engineering . •••7' \ 
Division of Waste Management • 
32 E. Hanover Street jl 
CN-028 ,' 
Trenton, NJ 08625 I r 

Dear Mr. Coolick: • 

We are in receipt of j your \ letter dated May 22, 1985 which was 
received by Chevron on May 29, 1985. The following responses 
correspond to those questions in your letter regarding our hand!inq 
of spent caustic: : 

1 (a&b) Spent caustic is stored in two tanks, Tank Nos. 323 and 
325. f ' 

c The capacity of each tank is: 

Tank 323 
Tank 325 

403,200 gallons 
386,400 gallons 

d. Spent caustic i.s. stored in these tanks for: periods, 
which may ;exceed 90 days, prior to being, pumped to 
railroad tank cars. When, as your letter suggests, less 
than 90-day tank: storage of hazardous waste is exempted 
from permitting requirements, Chevron would . establish 
handling procedures to ensure that this material would 
be shippedj prior to 90-day storage. This action 'would 
only be taken on the definitive conclusion that spent 
caustic is i'a hazardous waste. • ' :"->"-~'• 

Three railroad tank cars are used to transport spent 
caustic. J1 Each tank car has a capacity of 20,000 
gallons. 

: . -vf̂ ;̂ : ̂"."̂  
b. Spent caustic is- held in the tank cars for approximately 

one day prior to being shipped off-site. , ' 

In your letter, SectioniC, Item (b), you state that our caustic " 
absorbs sulfur .contained in the fuel gas discharges ... ". Actually,' 
caustic absorbs sulfur contained in our fuel gas prior to combustion 
at our facility. We do Jnot absorb sulfur from "fuel gas discharges" 

2. 



Notwithstanding Chevron's providing the above information pursuant to 
your request, i t is the position of Chevron that spent caustic is hot 
a waste, and therefore not hazardous waste subject to the 
jurisdiction of your Bureau. The spent caustic does not meet the 
definition of a solid waste under N.J.A.C. 7:26-1.6 since i t is 
neither disposed of nor discarded. Our spent caustic is delivered to 
a paper manufacturer for use as a raw material in the company's 
paper-making process. : Since i t is not a waste, the material is not 
manifested, and Chevron takes exception to your statement that 
manifesting is required. 

Common industry practice is to market spent caustic to the paper 
industry. I f the Department were to retain its position that spent 
caustic was a hazardous waste, i t is likely that paper manufacturers 
would have to be permitted as a hazardous waste fa c i l i t y to use this 
material. This would ljikely !result in a new requirement to dispose of 
spent caustic in a hazardous waste TSD, since the paper manufacturer 
would no longer accept thisj product. Such a position would serve to 
undo an otherwise practical ,i beneficial and environmentally sound use 
of the material. ;. 

I t is Chevron's belief that no permit is required based upon the 
reasoning set forth above. ; We believe this issue is sufficiently 
important to meet with you and discuss all of its ramifications. 
After that meeting, Chevron would suggest that the Department's 
position, i f unchanged, be subject to formal rule making to allow ! 

Chevron and the industries involved to comment thereon. 

Your letter notes that; proposed rule making may alter some or all of 
the suggested permitting requirements. Chevron respectfully requests 
that action be deferred pending such proposals. 

Please contact Ken Zinis at (201) 738-2705 i f you have any questions. 

i; , . Sincerely, 

j . • 0 L ( i — ' • 
§ •' C. L. Orman 

cc: Mr. B. Esterman |i . i , > 
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
Division of Waste [Management 
32 East Hanover Street -

• - CN-028 \ '. j , 
Trenton, NJ 08625 || • 

: bcc: Mr. K. G. Zinis ' 

Messrs. Wi lentz, iGoldman and Spitzer 
Plaza 9 Bui lding j| ' 
900 Route '9 - ' • . \ - ^ : r j% ' * ' . '::.'\--\'\. / 
Woodbridge, NJ 07,!095 
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